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whoſe Miniſtry was not to be confin'd ro 


Ss 


2 * 4 
* a, * 


oᷣraer in the Church of Crete. And that he might 

be the better qualified for ſuch a piece of Ser- 
FF vice, he wrote him this Epiſtle, among man 

other things, directing him that he would, with 


2 8 their Faults: And in the Text, that he would 
lively and becoming Example in his own Perſon: 


I all things ſbewing thy ſelf a Pattern of gos 


* 


} 
4 


” be ſuppoſed to recommend to all. I ſhall in pro: 3 E 


Feeuting this Subject, 


Wh 


Tit. 2. 7. In all things ftewing thy ſelf 


z " 110g 


5 oY Paul going elſe where as an Apoſtle, 6 


any one particular place, to propagate the 
MAD Goſpel, left Titus, whom he tiles his own 
Son after the common Faith, to ſet things in 


all Authority, exhort the People committed to 
| his Charge to their Daty, and reprove them for 


ſecond his Reproofs and Exhortations with a 


— ThcPoint of Doctrine that natively offers itſelf 
be cleared up and inculcated from theſe Words, | 
MM: without any Explication, is that Miniſters ſhould EINE 
be Examples in good Works to their Flocks, 
s | It is what the Apoſtle here recommends to TÜ, 
3k who, though it be diſputed of what Order of t 
FF Miniſtry he was, is allowed by all to have been 28 

a Miniſter of ſome Order or other. And What 
he recommends to one Miniſter as ſuch, he maß, 


n 33 
1271 ; 


4 ov 
q 2. a s 
, — " 0 b 
CY . En . . * 9 „ * . Ss +» t = 1 * * . N 9 . 2 
i > ö 8 . 14M 
* . * 1 
f | ä 
' % . l * a8 FL 
oe 4 ; S7 
- * . * Ll . 7 . * A A . mh 
, 4 a N » / 4 43s WA 
7 2 N 8 . „ y 
| * 7 7 
4 K's * 0 l 4 "rs 
0 0 " . 8 
6 ” , "= * , * . . * \ bs, 
" . : » 
, * *. 0 18 ft 
) i p w 4 * : } oy | : 1 
X , , . 5 . i "$X; 472 
*. 2 : » Ws x bl ; 2 hs 
— — N 9 * + * 6 - "5%. 24 o 
8 TA A 4 1 r 6 . . 
4 „ 5 * * 8 * 25 
. ee * * at m5. 4 * * n VE) - 
; N n Kos e 
af " a> pas e 


6d Wo ts 
= aa 


, 
, 2» a 
"= * 
1 * 
3 
4 LS 1 N — o 
: « 
2 ' 
* 1 
» 
« * 1 


* 
1 
* 
8 
1 


* a 2 4 Y 


1 Endeavour to ſhew what good Works are, 


1 8 The Duty of a Miniſter to bo 


them that are rich in this World, that they be richin 
good Morks; ready to communicate; willing to diſ- 
tribute, laying up in ſtore for themſelves. a good Foun- _ ; 
+. Aation againſt the time to come. At other times it 
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and what it is to be a Pattern of them. 


II. I will mention ſome of theſe good Works 
. ould be a Pattern to his 


in which a Miniſter 
OG VE BOT aro. 
III. I will ſhew the Reaſonableneſs and Ne- 
ceſſity of a Miniſteres being a Pattern of good 
„„ . N 


| 1ſt, I am to ſhew, what good Works are, and 
what it is to be a Pattern of them; and I ſhall 
be but very brief on this Head, that I may have 
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the more time for what I take to be of greater 1 


17 . NYE 
The Phraſe, good Works, is ſometimes uſed in 
a very narrow and reſtricted ſenſe in Scripture, 
for Charity to the Poor 3 as 1 Zim. 6. 17. charge 


18 tel be underſtood in a much larger Senſe, for e- 
very kind of good and virtuous Action, for 
whatſoever things, are true, honeſt, pure aud vir- 


tuons, lovely and of $909 Report. I need not men- 
0 


tion Inftances whictteyery one will ſo eaſily re- 
member of this Senſe of the Phraſe. The Words 


In all things make it plain, that this muſt be the 
Meaning of it in our Text. In all things ſbewwing 
they ſelf a Pattern of good Works, that 1s, being 

_ exemplary in Temper and Practice, in every , 


thing that is good. and virtuqus in itſelf, or 
lovely and commendable in the ſight of others. 


No to be a Pattern in this kind of Works, 


implies that a Man live in the Practice of them: 
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- Pattern of good Works: = y 3 


- For in what tolerable Propriety of 1 aki can H 1 
one be ſaid to be a Pattern of a e =o | 


does not the thing at all, or does it ſeldom ? + 

It implies that he is eminent in good Works, and TE. 
outſtrips others: A Pattern ſuppoſes that the 
thing to which it is a Pattern, is not yet, but 
afterwards is to be made like it or equal to it. 
And it implies, that a Man's good Works 


are evident and conſpicuous to the World : For 


| how elſe can they poſſibly be an Example; what 
will it profit others that a Man light a Candle, if 
. forthwith he hide it. under a Buſbel? 

Weare always however to be very careful that 
we don't give reaſon to believe that we make our 


3 5 good Works viſible out of Shew and Oſtentation. N 


For in as far as we do them with ſuch a view, in 
- fo far Reli ig1on is loſt out of our beſt Works : *. 
And in as far as Men imagine that this is our 


Spring of Action, in fo far we loſe our Deſign . up 


being an Example to others: For as there is 
| ſomerhinggtoo groſs in Diſſimulation to be long 

concealed from a diſcerning Eye, ſo there is no- 
thing that the conſcience of ood. and Evil which 
God hath ne in n abhor s. 
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R II. I now orocecd - o ment ion ſome « theſe "4 
"kinds of good Works in which a Miniſter 1 Is to == 


be a Pattern to.his Flock. 


But firſt. if 1 1s of Importance to 1 in "oF 


general that” gg ought to be a Pattern to 
them in all thivgs, according to the Text. In 
every thing, as has been ſaid, that's good and 
virtuous in itſelf, and lovely and commendable . 
in the ſight of others. The Man of God muſt be per- 
fs, and. throughly. furniſhed. to all good; Works. 
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f De Duty of a Miniſter to be 


ſhould mightily influence himſelf to deny all Uu- 
 - godlineſs and wotldly Luſts, and to live ſoberly, and - 
i righteouſly, and godly in a preſent World. . — 
Nile ſhould neglect no particular Action inelud- 
ed in the two general Heads of Piety to Gd, OW 
and Love to his Neighbour : For this our Sa= | % 
viour has told us is the Law and the Prophets; 
and this indeed we may ſaſely affirm is the Get ä 
too. Theſe two Principles ought to animate him to 
ghis Duty in every Circumſtance and Condition f 
Life. 4s a Husband, he muſt be the Husband of one 
Mie, and nouriſh and cheriſh her. as his own Fleſh. 
As à Parent, he muſt not provoke his Children to 
Wrath, but train them up in the Nurture and 
Admonition of the Lord. As a Maſter, he muſt 
give his Servants what is juſt and equal; and act 
to them in every reſpe# as one that knows that hie 
own Maſter is in Heaven, who is no Reſpecter of * 
' Perſons. As a Subject he muſt be-obedient to the 
higher Powers, praying fer Kings and all that are 
In Authority, and ſubmitting to every Ordinance of 
Man for the Lord's ſake. And as a Friend he 
muſt be faithful to the Intereſts and Secrets of 
his Friend, avoiding Peeviſhneſs, Ill-nature, and 
_  groundleſs Suſpicions, or any thing elſe that 
| 5 y be of fatal tendency to interrupt the Friend 
. 8 a word, a Miniſter, according to the Scrip- 
tures ſhould be Hameleſs, the Husband of one Wife, 
_ vigilant, ſeber, of good Behaviour, given to Hoſpi= 
tality, apt to teach, not given to Wine, no ſtriker, 
ot greedy of filthy Lucre; but patient, not a Braw= 
ler, not covetous, one that ruleth well his own 
E _ Honſe, having his Children in Subjection with all 
cavity, and uot à Novice, left being pufft up ꝛuith 
., befall into the condemnation of the Devil. . 
EG . CO 
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W I ſpall now be more particular about ſome of 
ftheſe good Works, in which a Miniſter ought to 
be a Pattern to his Flock. e 


N 7 
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1. He ſhould be exemplary in all kinds of 
FF Charity to the Poor, and to every one in Dif. 
treſs. I mention this particularly, becauſe, as 
- & has been obſerved already, this is what very of- 
SY | ten, and according to ſome, almoſt always goes 
buy the name of good Works in Scripture. And 
.F People are apt to complain, that we lay heavy 
. FF Burthens of this kind upon them; and indeed 
= they have reaſon if we don't ſo much as touch 
them with a Finger of our o.]: But with what * | 
Face can they complain, it we bear, and are al 
* ways the firſt and readieſt to bear a part in them 
" _ ourſelves? Beſides, he that is kind and benefi- 
F cent to every Object of ' Compaſſion, is the good 
> = May, for whom, according to the Scripture, 
s KM /ome would even peradventure dare to die; How 
f much more whom all would deſire to hear, and 
ebe ſatisfied to be inſtructed b ß. 
5 A MNiniſter then, I ſay, ſhould be rich in this 
EkEind of good Works, and be ready to communicate + 
to all who are in Diſtreſs. Like good Fob he 
ſhould not eat his Morſel alone, but the Fatber- 
leſs ſhould be admitted to eat of it with him: And 
the Loins of thoſe that are naked ſhould bleſs him, 
| becauſe they are cloathed with the Fleece of his 
Sheep. He ſhould never be known for any thing 
| that is contrary to the Charity and Beneficence 
2 of a Chriſtian: For grinding the Face of the Poor, 
own | and cauſing the Eyes of the Widow to fail with vain © 
Expectation of Relief; or for eating the Fruit of 
with nn 3 «Ay 8 ꝗ44 281 149 2 - is .* 
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te Dity of a Aalen to be 


his Land without Money, or withholding the Hire 5 
of him that labours it for him. In ſhort, as far 


28 his Cireumſtances and a juſt regard to his own 
amily will permit, he ſhould © be Eyes 10 the 
Blind, and Feet to the Lame, and a Friend and 
Father to that part of Mankind to which his In- 
fluence extends. | 
Wherefore is it then, my Reverend Fathers 
and Brethren, that Men of our Order are fo ge- 
nerally thought to be defective in this fort of 
good Works? To mention no other Inſtances of 


it, what can be the Reaſon that fo few Miniſters 


4 


= are careful to contribute their Proportion of the 


Tuablick Fund ſor the Support of Congregations 


that are not in a Capacity to ſupport themſelves, 

a neglect contraty to publick Faith and juſtice, and 
contrary to all Bowels of Mercyand Compaſſion? 
And is it not very faulty in others, who are Men 

of Weight and Influence on account of their Age, 
4 Gravity, and other Miniſterial Qualifications, 
that though they are punctual enough in per- 


forming their own parts, yet are at little pains 
to admoniſh the Negligent, and to lay Schemes 
to make what is ſo neceſſary to the Support of 
the diſſenting Intereſt, more effectual for the 


future? 
We are all * nc FS what we take to 
be Truth; 
zealouſly affeted in a good thing. But here are 
noble Objects of our Zeal. 


in the holy Miniſtry in theſe. Congregations, 


many of them with numerous Families, who 
* baye little elſe for their Support: And the 
c.ter- 


IS 


and we do well, for zt is good to be 


The. Honour of God 
in theſe Parts of our native Country, where al- 
| Moſt nothing prevails but Ignorance, Superſtt- 

tion and Vice; the Comfort of our Brethren 


\ 


if that Fund be allowed to ſink, muſt probably 


periſh for want of ſpiritual Food. God grant ö 


that it may never be laid to the Charge of any of 


us with our uncharitable Attachments to our 


3 Schemes, that don't much affect the 


and ſwallowed a Camel; and were punctual in pay- 


Vitals of Religion, that we ftrained at a Gnat, 


ing Tythe of Mint, Aniſe, and Cumine, while the 
 *wweightier Matters of the Law, Juſtice, Mercy, and 


Faith were neglected. TI with, I ſay, that this 
may never be laid to our Charge in that Day 


vhen the great Queſtion will be, not how fiercely 
we have diſputed ; but what good we have 


24. Miniſters ſhould be Patterns in theſe good 


Works that ſeem harſh and difficult, and that 
Mankind diſcover the leaft Inclination to perform. 
There are ſome Duties of our holy Religion 
that will readily recommend themſelves by their 


_ own Excellency and Worth, or into the Pra 
tice of which People will be eaſily led by Inſftruc»® 1 


tion and Advice. But there are others, that the 


are maby times ready to lay afide all thoughts of, 


becauſe there are ſtrong Prejudices againſt them, 


or becauſe they imagine there is ſomething more 


requiſite to the Performance of them than hu- 


man Strength. In theſe things Miniſters ſhould 


be careful to ſet a good Example, and by a 
Chearfulneſs and Satisfaction in them to convince 
the blind World, that even in theſe, H/Jom's 


ways are Pleaſantneſs, and all her Paths are 
Peace; and that the Power which God hath gi- 


ven us, together with that Aſſiſtance of Grace 
which he hath provided, are /iicient for them,” ' 
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eternal Well-being of many immortal Souls, who 
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38 De Duty of a Miniſter to % 
But this Head would be defective, if I did not 


and difficult, and beyond the reach of human 
on of our Paſſions, Appetites, and inordinate 


as the cutting off a right Hand, or plucking out a 


neſs, and Reſignation to the Will of God; and 
loving our Enemies, and forgiving Injuries that 
. have been done us. And ſuch, laſtly, is a Wil- 
lingneſs to ſuffer Perſecution, and even Death it- 
clit for Kighteoulhels fake, 


very defective: For let us cry up the dignity of 
our Office as we pleaſe, and call ourſelves Am- 


baſſadors, and what not, whoſe Perſons and Cha- 


racters ſhould be ſacred, the World will prey 
into all our Actions, rip up all our Defects, and 
ſometimes charge us with Faults, which it never 
ſo much as centred into our Thoughts to commit. 


T ſhall mention but two of theſe kinds of good 


Works, in which the World ſeem to think Mi- 
niſters are wanting; thoſe proceeding from a 
Chriſtian Contempt of the World, and ſuch as 


ſpring from a meck and merciful Temper of 


Mind. I dont know indeed that the Order of 


the Clergy are more chargeable, in the Lump, 


with the want of theſe than other men; I'm per- 


ſuaded the Body of the reformed Clergy are not; 


5 and ours perhaps 28 little 48 any, for we have 


earned Contempt of the World by the want of it, 
and Moderation by ſuffering Hardſhips. But who 
ek Sta em does 


a \ 
4.2 — 
„ 


mention ſome of theſe Duties of the Chriſtiaa 
Religion, that the World is apt to believe harſh 


Strength. Of this kind then is the Mortificati- 
Afſections, which in the Scripture Language is 


Such alſo are Patience, Contented- 


34. Miniſters ſhould be Patterns of thoſe good 
Works, in which the World ſeems to think them 


Patras 
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does not know that the Bulk of Mankind pre- EY 

tend and ſtrongly aſſert that they are, that ſo 
much as attends to their common Proverbs of 
the Odium Theologoram, the Hatred of Divines, 
and the Covetouſneſs of the Church. 8 


dily ſought after, and actually in almott all 


5 „ 
trom which thoſe things proceed, will be wholly 
han lIifidels, becauſe we are Miniſters, not to tate 
Care of thoſeof our own Houſe? Or can it be thoughe  \ i} 
that theſe Paſſions, that our Maker hath.implant= 4 


A 
* 


2 Pattern of good Works. TT 


Nor ought we to be ignorant, becauſe none but 
ourſelves is likely to be ſo, of what's ſaid on theſe 
Heads in Books lately publiſhed, and now gree- 


'Hands. According to theſe Books, the Cauſes 
of the preſent Contempt ot the Clergy are their 
eternal Claims of worldly Power, their hunting 


for Honours and Preterments, and buſtling after 
| Riches. They ſay alſo, that Miniſters are impati- 
ent of Contradiction, eager after Victory, and 
angry if their own Opinions do i 
that they are as great Enemies to 


ercy as 
they are to Reaſon, having perverted Religion 


into Rage, Zeal into Cruelty, and the peaceable 


Doctrine of the Goſpel into a Doctrine of Blood. 
And that, when they can get nothing elſe to mur- 


ther for Conſcience ſake, they'll take Care to mur- 


ther one another, in their Uſetulneſs and Repu» 
tation. Theſe are Imputations upon Miniſters, - 
that I wiſh, none of them had ever deſerved; and 
that, I'm ſure, all of us ſhould ſtudy to take off, 


not by Arguments and Writing; but, in a way | 
that will prove abundantly more effectual, by our 
good Tempers and Lives. The People indeed 


need not expect, that the original Diſpoſition 


rooted out. Would they for inſtance have us wor/e 
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} - Paſſiohs with others? 


The Duty of a Miniſte to 30 


will not be ſometimes exerted, in Men of like 

But we ſhould ſurely upon this very Account, 
were there nothing elſe in the World to en- 
gage us, more than ever ceaſe to be troubled a- 
bout many things, and mind the one thing needful 


FI toourſelves, and to our Flocks, that good Part 


r 


ER wobich will never be taken away from either; and / 


more than ever ſtudy that Wiſdom which is fr om 5 


4. A Mivifter ſhould be an Example to his _ 


| Flock in Zeal for God, and for the Intereſts of 


- 
2 . Lao ach 2 
£4 : : 7 - 
7 = 


his Kingdom in the World. This, the Impor- 


&. tance of Religion loudly calls for from us; that 


% 
© © * 
EY. ; 
* bY 1 


FR * NN 
0 D . * 2 * > 
« TY (3 S&T OF ER + 1 p 4 * 
. * ; . TINY „ 


is, the Honour of God, the preſent Welfare of 


1 5 Mankind, and the future Happineſs of immortal 


hriſtians; Acceptance with God cannot be ob- 
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e a Pattern of good Works. 
- tained ;.. becauſe thou art neither cold nor hot, ſays 
our bleſſed Saviour to the Laodiceans, that is art 
not zealous but luke-warm, I will ſpew thee out of 
my Mouth. And Zeal is eminently recommended 
to us by the Example of one, whom Miniſters 
need neither be afraid nor aſhamed to imitate, 
our Lord Jeſus Chrift, the chief Shepherd of the 
Sheep. How ardent was his Lave of Souls, how 
keen his Reſentment againſt Sin, upon all Occaſi- 
ons? —What Tears did he ſhed for the Hardneſs 
of Peoples Hearts, And how was he, as it were, 
eaten up with the Zeal of his Father's Houſe? 
_ * Zeal then is a Temper of Mind, of great Im- 
pPortance to the well-being of the Chriſtian Re- 
_  tigion, in which therefore, without Queſtion, a a 
Miniſter ought always to be careful to ſet a good 
Example. And more eſpecially there is a De- 
mand for it at preſent, when the perilous times are 
come, in which the Love of many is waxen cold 
When not only practical Godlineſs is at a low 
Ebb, but alſo our Holy Religion itſelf, hath | 
been openly and formidably attacked by ſome, 
while others of great Name, have given ſeyeral 
unhappy Strokes from the Preſs, at the great 
Anchor of a Chriſtian's Hope, the Doctrine of 
_ Chriſt's being a Propitiation for the Sins of Ms 
People, than which I don't know, if there be 
many of greater Importance in the whole Chrifſ= 
tian Scheme. At ſuch a time, for Siou's /ake. we 
ſhould not hold our Peace, and ſer Jeruſalem's /ake, 
ns we ſhould not reft till the Righteauſneſs thereof go 
= © forth as Brightneſs, and the Salvation thereof, as 
4 Lamp that buruet dv. „ 
hHut ſince the Word Teal, is ſometimes taken 
in a bad Senſe in Scripture, and ſince very bad A 
Tempers, and very deſtructive to the Intereſts of 
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10 14 The Duty of a Miniſter to be 
Name of 'Zeal, it will be neceſſary, that I briefs 
= ly explain that Temper of Mind, which I would 
here be underſtood to recommend. Now, there 
is a certain kind of falſe 'Zeal hinted at under the 
fſöoregoing Head, in which, the World will tell 
us, there is no great Danger, that Miniſters 
will be a wanting. That Zeal is intemperate in 
us Degree, terrible in its Conſequences, and al- 
_ moſt always concerning ſmall and trivial Mat- 
ters. There has been a great deal of this falſe 
Leal in the Chriſtian Church, and the Clergy to 
be ſure, have always had their Share in it. In 
every age they have been burning and ſtrangling, 
or if that was not in their Power, making Here- 
EA: ticks of, and excommunicating one another: 
Aud all for the moſt part, about Matters of doubt- 
tul Diſputation, when both Parties, had it not 
been for their Zeal and other Vices, might have 
been acceptable to God: I ſay, had it not been 
for their Zeal, might have been acceptable ta 
BE God: For can we cver believe, that ſuch a tem- 
4 er will be agrecable to that wiſeſt, and beſt of 
: Beings; who, as he has no Paſſion nor wrong Af 
fection himſelf, ſo with Reſpect to us, can eaſily 
ſeparate true Zeal from every Mixture of any 
corrupt Paſſion of our own. But not ſuch is the 
Teal of a true Chriſtianz of which a Miniſter 
| ſhould ſhew himſelf a Pattern, 1 
It is peaceable and gentle, and like true Faith, 
it works by Love. The Servant of the Lord, how+ 
ever zealous he is, mut not ſtrive, but be geutle 
unto all Men, in Meekneſs inſtructing ſuch as oppoſe 
| themſelves, if peradventure, God may give them 
Et Repentance, to the acknowledgment of the Trath. _ 
FRE. It knows no undu: Methods for oppoling Er- 
ror, and defending or propagating Truth; and 
ever deſcends to the uſe of any other * = 
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than chan of fair Argument and Perſuaſion. And 8 
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if at any time it meets with a fundamental Er- — 1 


ror, obſtinately and contumaciouſly adhered to, 
its greateſt Stretch is not to have any unneceſſa- 
ry Communication with the Perſon who main- 
tains it, not to bid him God Speed, or ſuffer him to 
come into the Houſe where it reſides. 

It never hates the Perſons of Men, but their Vi- 
ces, and the impious Doctrines they profeſs. So far 


from this, that when it finds itſelf obliged to with- 
draw from obſtinate Sinners and Unbelievers, it 
has ſincere Compaſſion on them, and ceaſes not 


to pray for them, and to uſe all poſſible Methods 
to reclaim them. 1 


And finally, true Zeal always bears a Propor- 
tion to the Value of Things about which it is ex- 
erciſed. It is not eager and warm about matters 
of little Moment, and cold and indifferent about 
Things of the greateſt Importance. It makes # 


Difference, having Compaſſion on ſome, and ſaving 


others, with Fear pulling them out of the Fire. And 


it is always, at leaſt as much levelled againſt the 


Violation of any Law of the Goſpel as againſt 
bad Principles; knowing that Principle and Prace ©: 
tice are to one another as Means to an End, and 
that the former can never be of a greater Value 


Stb. Moderation is another good Work in 
which a Miniſter ſhould be a Pattern to his Flock; 
To be thus, is not to/be a Man of no Principles, 
as ſome are pleaſed to ſpeak, or to be eaſy what 
Principles prevail in the World. Theſe that are 


of this Opinion concerning their Neighbours, 


would do well to remember that they take upon 
them to judge, what God only is the Searcher of, 

the Hearts and Conſciences of Men; and paſs a 
r . — . 
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ö i} Sentence that I doubt not but in many Inſtances,. 
1 theſe ſevere Judges will have the Pleaſure to ſee 
by. t/ » reverſed in that Day, in which God will bring 
Forth the Righteouſneſs of bis Servants as the Light, 
WIT and their Judgment as the Noou-Da yr. 
| | But to pals this. There is no Duty of our 
_ Holy Religion that is more frequently inculcat- 
ed or more ſtrongly enforced, and therefore that 
appears to be of greater Conſequence than Mo- 
deration, Let your Moderation be known unto all 
Men, ſays the Apoſtle, the Lord is at Hand, that 
is, the Time haſtens apace, in which God will 
£54. Jon himſelf, let therefore your Chriſtian | 
Forbearance and Gentleneſs of Temper be evi- 
dent to all with whom ye conyerſe, And in an- 
other Place, he recommends :itgto ſuch as are 
ſtrong in the Faith to bear the - Infirmities. of the 
Meal, and not pleaſe themſelves; as if he had 
ſaid, they who have made greater Progreſs in the 
"F Knowledge of divine Truth, ſhould tolerate in 
the Church, and treat as Brethren their weaker | 
Fellow-Chriſtians, and not ſo far indulge their 
cy ill Nature and falſe Zeal, as to deny them, 
# What notwithſtanding their Weakneſs, they hade 
a juſt Title to, the Communion of the Faithful. 
And that the Roman Converts to whom he writes, 
and not only they, but all Chriſtians, might be 
1 wrought up to ſuch an amiable Temper of 
Mind; he reaſons with them thro? the whole of 
that Context in the ſtrongeſt and moſt aſſectionate 
Manner. Particularly he ſets before them that 
the Kingdom of God is not Meat and Drink, ſmall 
and circumſtantial Matters, but things of more 
B14 weighty Concern, Righteouſneſs, Peace, and 7 
r tbe Holy Ghoft - And ſhows them the deteſta- 
RE bic Conſequences of the contrary Behaviour. 5 
| ſach as, not to forbcar a weaker Chriſtian ina 
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circumſtantial Erivr, was to invade the Preroga- 
tive of God, to judge auother Man's Servant Re 2 
fo deſtroy im for cobom Chriſt died. 5 


It is indeed true that in his Epiſtle to the 
Galatians he is ſometimes very ſevere againſt ſalſe 


Teachers of one Party in that Debate between 

ſews and Gentiles, in which he elſe where ſo 
much pleads for Toleration on both Sides. But 
this i is ſo far from weakning that it confirms 


the Neceſſity of Moderation. For, Want of Mo- 
deration was the very Thing for which theſe 
falfe Teachers were condemned, that they would 
have the Ceremonies of the Law impoſed upon 
all Chriſtians as Things neceſſary to Salvation; 
and not that they ſimply differed in their Sen- 
timents from their Brethren: For in other Pla- 
Ces of the ſame Epiſtle, he warmly recommends | 
, = a to both Parties that they would in Love ſerve 


one another, and that they would not bite and de- 


dvour oue another leſt the hould be conſumed one 
5 5 9 


another. 


But Time would ain to coe all the Paſ- 


ſages in the New Teſtament in which Modera- 


tion and Forbearance are injoined. Juſt only 
then to mention one or tWo more, we are com- 
manded to forbear one another in all Lowlineſs and 
Meekneſs, and to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the 
Bond of Peace © to put away all Bitterneſs, Wrath 
Anger, Clamour, and evil ſpeaking, and to put on 
486 the Elect of God, Bowels of Mercy, Kingneſs, 
 Humbleneſs of Mind, being kind and tender hearts. 
ed and forgiving one another, as Go for Chriſt's 
Sake bath forgiven us. 
That theſe Precepts concerning 8 and 
Moderation were not 3 8 calculated for! che Dif⸗ 1 
3 | | | | 1 31 "x 
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ference between Jews and Gentiles about the 
. Ceremonial Law, but were dclign'd to ex 
tend to all Debates of the like Kind that might = 


P. ace of the Church can never be eflectualiy ſe- j 
either that het ſhould be a pertect Unanimity 


never to be expected while we are in our 


 1uch different Capacitics among Men, ſuch vas 


in his infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, hath«. 


ſiderable Diverſity of Sentiments among con- 
feſſedly great and good Men. Need I ttay to 
prove this to thoſe that hear me? I'm perſwad- 


The Duty of a Miniſter to be 


* 


happen in the Church, will appear if we attend 
to the Reaſonableneſs of the Thing itſelf. Eu 
Without Forbcarance and Moderation the 


cured. There ares but two Ways propoſed as! . 
far as I know, ſor obtaining that deſireable End * . 


. 


amongſt Chriſtians in Matters of Faith, or that 
they ſhould forbear one another in Things 7 
of leſſer Importance. The firſt of theſe is . 


preſent imperfect State, where there are 0 A 
rious Ways of obtaining Knowledge, and ſuch a 


vaſt Diverſity of Prejudices, ariſing from Edu 
cation and other Circumſtances in which God? 


thought fit to place us: And as this muſt be the 
Caſe, ſo there hath actually been in all Ages, con- 


ed I need not. Who does not remember the 
Diſſerence between Luther and Calvin about the 
real Preſence of Chriſt's Body and Blood in the 
Lord's Supper? Or that between Hooper and 


Ridley, both of them afterwards Martyrs for 
Chriſt, about the Uſe of the Popiſh Veſt. 


ments! > Or to mention a later Inſtance, that be- 4 
tween Mr. Cumine, and ſome that adhered to 
him, on the one ſide ; and the reſt of the London 


fubſcribing Miniiters, 0 on the other, about the 
TCO bo 
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ly be effectually ſecured on the foot of Tole- 
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the Force is taken off, and they are at Liberty 

to ſpeak and act as they think proper, they'll 
be o the old Opinion again, if by a long courſe 
_ of Diſſimulation they are not become eaſy of 


» been Diverſity of Sentiments among Chriſtians, 
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pProbable methods to reclaim ſuch as go aftray, 


may be, and olten has been the Cauſe of Hypo- 
_crity and Diſſimulation: Men may to avoid ſut- 


timents of their Hearts, but act contrary to 
them, which is a great Diſgrace to human Na- 


we refule to tolerate a weaker Chriſtian in what 


7 Pattern of good Mor ki. 19 * 
Eternal Generation of the Son of God ? Since © | 
then there muſt be, and actually in all Ages hath 


it foliows that the Peace of the Church can on- 


= 


Moderatiou and Forbearance are alſo the moſt 


and on the other Hand III- nature and Com- 


; 1 no leſs likely to prevent this. For 


* 


v condemning weaker Chriſtians, and ſhutting 


them ou! irom our Communion, we fill them 


with Prejudices againſt us, and make them ſuſpi- 


cCious of cvery Thing we have to ſay. But if we 
forbear them and treat them as fellow Chriſtians, 
*. they will look upon us as their Friends, and be 
» readier to hear and conſider what we have to 
pPropoſe for their Conviction. Add to this, 
IS L that want of Moderation, .tho! it never cauſes a 


real Change of Opinion on the other Side, yet it 


ferings, or to procure and preſerve the good O- 
pinion of others, not only conceal the real Sen- 


ture, and eſpecially to the Miniſters of Truth; 
but it is all rank Prevarication, and when once 


What Opinion they are. En, 
To conclude the Proof of this Head; when 


: — 


. The Duty of a Miniſter to be | 


we take to be a circumſtantial Error, what ab 
ſolute Certainty have we that we are pot ſup- 
preſling Truth and fo fighting againſt God? Who 
can ſay, Jam abſolutely clean from Error in 
Judgment more than Error in Practice: And if 5 
we are liable to Error in ſome Points why not 
in this as well as in another? Beſides, we plead 
Scripture and Reaſon for our Opinion, and ſo 
do they for theirs; we allege that they per- 
vert Scripture and Reaſon, and they pretend 
that we do the ſame, and where is the viſiblte 
_ Intallible Judge to decide between us? And if 
we have a Right to caſt them out of our Com- 
munion, they have juſt as good a Right, if. 
they be ſtronger, to caſt us out of theirs ; and 
ſo there will be as many diſtin Communi- 
ons as there are different Opinions, that is, at 
leaſt, as there are Scores of intelligent Perſons in 
AG |" CO Tin 
It is objected that this Forbearance which 1 
have been pleading for, will occaſion Confuſion, 
as it is probable that Miniſters of different Sen- 
timents will ſometimes contradict one another, 
when they preach occaſionally in one another's 
I anſwer, if this Objection proves any thing 
it proves too much; — For if Miniſters differ a- 
bout any one Point they may ſometimes come to 
claſh when they preach in the ſame Pulpit : And 
yet will any one that hears me aſſert, that there 
is no one Point in which a Miniſter who differs 
from his Brethren may be forborne; It ought 
alſo ro be conſider'd, that few or no Inftances 
can be given in which the like has happened: 
Nor is it likely to happen often, lince at Sacra- 
eee ee eee . ne... 
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ment Oceaffons, the only ones almoſt when Mi- 3 
niſters are employ'd in one another's Pulpits, 
they are not uſually doctrinal, but practical 
Points that are inſiſted on. Or if they are at all 
Doctrines, they are the fundamental and impor- 
tant ones, of our bleſſed Saviour's Death and 
Propitiation for Sins, his Reſurrection, and 
Aſcenſion into Hcaven, in which all muſt 
be agreed, or otherwiſe there can be no Com- 

munion. But ſhould this Cafe happen never 
ſo often, the bad Effects of it might be caſily 
prevented, if as often as Miniſters preach on 

Matters of Faith that are not very important, 
they would briefly recite the contrary Opis: 
and having modeſtly confuted it, they would 
TT Inform their Audience that they did not look 
u pon their Doctrine to be eſſential, however 

uſeful it might be, and that Charity to thoſe of 
the oppoſite Sentiment ſhould be maintained.* 
Hut it is more than time that I ſhould pro- 
ceed to the 
\ II Thing 1 which was to con- 
ſider the Reaſonableneſs and Neceſſity of a Mi- 
niſter's being a Pattern of good Works. 
— And there are ſeveral Reaſons for it than 
which there carft well be greater tor any Prac- 
ieee 
e The: Practice of good Works, in the 
2 large Senſe of the Phraſe, is the End of all they 
do as Miniſters of Chrilt, That muſt be the 
End of all their Miniſtrations, which was the 
End of every Part of the Human Frame and 
Conſlitution before the Fall, and of every Reve- 
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ho. ell to too great P 
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The Duty of a Miniſter to be 


lation of himſelf which God has from time to 
time given the World. But ſuch is the Pra 
tice of good Works among Mankind, or mne 
Diſcharge of every Part ot our Duty to God L 
and to one another: Eſpecially this was the 
Deſign of the Chriſtian Revelation, It was one 
main Ead of Chriſt's Death, as Artonement for : 
Sin was another, Tit, 2. 14. He gave himſelf for 
11s, not only that he might redeem us from all Iui- * 
qnity, but that he might purify to himſelf a -recnu- 5 
Ii ir People zealous of g r This was the © 
deſign both of the Goſpel in general, and of 
every particular Precept of it. JOS the Goſ- 
pel in general; Tit. 2, 11, The Grace 
of God, that is the Goſpel, a biden Salua= 
t ion appeared unto all Ss teaching us that den- 
ing all Unzodlineſs an world. y Lujis, we ſhould 
live „ 1 haart aud godly in this pre: 
ſeut Wor And of every particular Pre- 1 
cept jy it: The Eud of every ſuch Precept 1 
or Commandinent is Charity, the Love of God, 
and of our Neighbour, out of a pure Heart and 
a good Cos, ſcience, and of Faith unfeigned, that is 
in abe Words, the Practice of good Works: © 
For what is the Love of God, but to keep his Com- 
mandments? Or is it the Love of our Neighbour, | 
to ſay lee warmed and be ye filled without giving 
them theſe lung that are neceſſary 70 the Bo- 
He... 5 
To which 1 may 8 add that this | is the 
End of all the Doctrines of the Goſpel as well 
as of its Precepts. Our holy Religion knows 
no purely ſpeculative Principles; Principles 
that are to be believed only for their own Sakes. 
No: each of its Doctrines has more or leſs, 
ſome Influence upon the Chriſtian Temper and 
ee, as . be cally made out 30 conſi- 
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dcring them in particular, weld our Time ak 4 
low. And this is the Reaſon that Charity is c — 
preferr'd to Faith, that the one is the End and 
the other the Mean, and the End mult be pre- 
ferable to the Mean, I Cor. 13. 13. Now abi- 
dethi Faith, Hope, Charit\ 5 theſe three, and the 
greateſt of "theſe is Cbarit). 
24. A great part of their Flock is likely to 
follow their Example when Miniſters are Pat- 
terns of good Works, The Example ot any Man, 
 Whote Wiſdom and Integrity can be depended 
on, is ready to be followed by his Neighbours, 
elpecially the meaner Sort who have ſeldom 
Capacity as they have neither Time nor any 
great Deſire to form a judgment for themſelves; 
and therefore to ſupply this Deicct have im- 
planted in them an Inelination to follow the Ex- 
ample of others. Of what mighty Influence is 
the Counſel of ſuch a one, and what's his Ex- 
ample but a continued Counſel; and with 
this Advantage that whereas Countel ſpends it- 
ſelf at once, or grows weary by being deſpiſed, 
Example abides, and draws the ſtronger that it 
3... Oraws inſenſibly, and by caly imperceptible Lew: 
grees? Thus do we not frequently obſer ve in Fact 
that men are apt to fall into the Manners and 
Ca.uſtoms, the Sentiments and Opinions, and e- 
ven the very Airs and Jeſtures of thoſe with 
whom they converſe: eſpecially if they love 
or fear them, would obtain their Friendſhip, 
or avoid their Indignation and Reſentment, or 
can depend upon their Integrity and Ju dgment? 
Now whoſe Example will Mankind be rea- 
dier to follow, becauſe whom ſhould they more 
love or fear, and whoſe Honeſty and Wiſdom, | 
one would think, can be more depended on, 
 +thanthoſe whom the Holy Scripture, by way of 4 
5 Fine ſtile Met of 225 and 1 ot 1 
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the Lord? Men that have had a learned and 
Chriſtian Education in their Youth, Who 
have the Holy Scripture, the Rule of Right 
and Wrong in their Hands, and who ſo fre- 
quently diſtribute to others, and themſelves 
| partake of the ſacred Symbols of Chritt's Bo- 
dy and Blood, and ſo frequently converſe with 
the Sick, weak, and ſcrupulous of their charge 
abour the things of Religion and another world, 
Who, I ſay, one would think, ſo ready to be 
imitated as theſe Men? 
On the one Hand true Goodnefy when exem- | 
plified in ſuch a Perſon's Practice and attended 
with the Peace of thoſe who Love the Law of 
the Lord, which cannot but be viſible to the 
World, 'muſt powerfully recommend it ſelf to 
all Spectators who are not wholly loſt to every 
Thing that is good and ſacred, and muſt be ad- 
mired by even its Enemies 'themlelves. The 
Light which has ſo many Charms of its own, 
wants only to be thus icen and thus ſhine among. 
Men to excite many to delire to be ſharers in it, 
that they may glorify our Father which is in Hea- 
ven. On the other Hand, can we ever believe that 
the greater Part of our People little accuſtomed 
to Reflection, will take our Advice, or give 
much Heed to our Sermons when they ſee our 
ſelves running on in thoſe Vices which our Doc- 
trine has a Tendency to reſtrain ? Will they re- 
gard much what we ſay about another World, 
and the reaſonableneſs of preferring it to this 
one, if they behold us taking another Way? 
Rather, on the contrary, ſince they are ſo apt to 
graſp at every thing that may ſooth the Checks 
of their Conſciences and encourage them to go 
on ina Way that is agreeable to their Inclinati- 
ons, will they not follow our Example, becauſe 


they 
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they think it ſafe, as we our ſelves ſeem to do JE) 
and deſpiſe our Doctrines as Words of courſe, | 
certain Cant-Words, as ſome are not aſhamed to 
ſpcak, invented by the Clergy at firſt, and ſtill 
induſtriouſly propogated by us to ſerve our 
Ends? % Gu 5 
3. It will give a mighty Weight to a Miniſter's 
Sermons that he himielt be a Man of an hol 
exemplary Life. The more a Man is eſteem'd 
by his Hearers, the greater Influence he is 
likely to have upon them, and the more 
good he is likely to do them by his Dif- 
courſes. Thus have we not ſeen an Audience, 
in the deepe:: Attention to a Preacher, who has 
been ſo fortunate as to get into their good lik- 
ing; and the very next Hour as good Things, 
and perhaps better received with great Coldneſs 
"oh: andlndifferency, by the very ſame Audience from 
= | another? Now what can have a greater Ten- 
dency to procure the Good-liking and Eſteem 
ot any Audience to their Miniſter than his being 
| a Man of an holy Life? True Virtue exempli- 
fied in him, and ſhining forth in every Part of 
his Converſation, cannot fail to attract the E- 
ſteem and Veneration of all Lovers of Good- _ 
\ neſs, and even of thoſe who have renounced it. 
Again, that Sermon is likely to be of moſt 
Weight with a Congregation, that a Miniſter 
delivers with a feeling of it in his own Heart. But 
how can he feel in his Heart what he is an utter 
Stranger to in his Lite and Converſation? I 
would not indeed, be thought to tic down 
* Edificat ion of a Congregation to the Preach- 
| er's Intention, his Temper and Behaviour; A 
1 SOT, thcre being no Reaſon, why Truth which be- 9 
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longs to the Underſtanding ſhould loſe its Na- 


ture and Influence; on account of the moral De- 
fects of him who propoſes it. Yet I can never 
think, that the Bleſſing 0i Heaven ſo often at- 
tends the Adminiſtrations of wicked Mea, 
who neither feel nor care what they ſpeak. Be- 
ſides, with what Face can a Miniſter reprove a 
Hearer for his Faults, „hen the Hearer kaows 
that he is guilty of the fame or as great F:ults 


himſelf? How can he jay to the other, let me pi 
out the Mote that is in thine Eye, while a Bean 
is in his own Eye © And muit he not be very - 
excuſable, whoever he be, a Miniſter ne dels than 
others, who judgeth another, and thereby co 


 demneth himſelf, he that Judgeth doing ihe [ame 


things © 


1 muft beg your Patience, till I ſhow in a 


few Words from theſe Principles that have 


been laid down, that a Miniſter, as he regards 
the Honour of God, the Credit of his parti- 
cular Profeſſion, the Benefit of his Hearers, or 


his own future Happineſs, ſhould ſhew himſelf 
Aa Pattern of good Works, ET e 


The Honour of God loudly demands that a 


Miniſter ſhould be of an holy unblameable Life, 


Not to mention his own amiable Perfections, 
which render him the Object of our higheſt Love - 
and Eſteem, and thoſe daily Benefits with 


which he every Day plenteouſly loads us, both 


as Men and Chriſtians, not I ſay, to infiſt on. 


| theſe Things, we ought to honour him becauſe 
he has honoured us by putting this Miniſtry of 
| Reconciliation into our Hands. We ought not 
Indeed to'cry up the Dignity of our Office, with 
a Deſign to agrandize the Perſon who bears it: 


But 
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ut it is both lawful and commendable to think | 


highly of it, when we make it a Motive to Gra- 


titude to him who gave it. Now it is a native 


Conſequence of our highly honouring and eſteem- 


ing any Perſon, that we deſire he ſhould be ho- 


noured and ciicemed by others as well as our 
ſelves, and to this End ſhew a conſtant Defe- 


rence and Regard to him in their Preſence When 


any Opportunity offers. And hereby actually 
is our heavenly Father glorified, that we, and 
others after our Example bring forth much 


Fruit. John 15. 8. It is then, and only then, 


that we gain that Honour to the Name of God 
which is ſo juſtly due to him from all Mankind, 


when we become like him in our Tempers and 


Lives. „ „„ 

The Credit of our particular Profeſſion 1s no 
leſs concerned in Miniſters and their People's 
being righteous and good Men. It were to 
be wiſhed, indeed, that there were no ſuch 


particular diſtinguiſhing Profeſſions among Chri- 


ſtians; and as there is but one Shepherd there 
might be hut one Sheep-Fold. But as theſe Things 
muſt be, while we know but in Part, 'tis but na- 
tural that every Man ſhould ſtudy the Credit of 
that particular Society to which he belongs: 


And ſurely the beſt Way for us to promote 
that, is to be holy and examplary in our Lives, 
By outftripping others in doing good, and 
ſetting noble Examples of Piety, Juſtice, 


Humanity to the World. For the greater 


Part of Mankind judge of the Goodneſs or Bad- 
neſs of any Profeſſion, more by the 'Tempers 


and Lives of thoſe that adhere to it, than by 


the Eyvidences that there are for the Truth or 
. „ Fal. 
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Falſhood of its diſtinguiſhing Principles, which 


generally ſpeaking they have neither Capacity 


nor Leiſure to examine. 


Miniſters ſhould alſo be careſul to be pat- 
terns of good Works, as they regard the Hap- 


pineſs of their fellow Creatures, particularly 
their own Congregations, and eſpecially as they 
prize the final Happineſs of their precious 


Souls. We are moſt ſolemnly bound by a 


Multitude of Obligations, to abſtain from e- 


very Thing that has any Fendency to be per- 


nicious to them, and to do them every Piece 
of Service in our Power. And there is nothing 
by which we can propoſe to be more uſeful to 
them, not even by our preaching it ſelf, than 
by ſetting them a good Example; and there- 
by cultivating in their Minds an high Regard 


to God and Goodneſs, and ſo making them love- 


Iy in themſelves, uſetul to thoſe with whom 

they converſe, and Friends and Favourites of 

the Father of their Spirits, in whom their Hap: | 
5 


pineſs conſiſts. And is it not a great Pity that t 


divine Soul of Man that is made after the Image 
of God, and qualified for Communion and Friend- 
ſhip with him for ever, ſhould be fo laden with 
thick Clay as it commonly is, ſo as not to be a- 
ble to Joo up. — — And what ſhall 
a Man get in Exchange for his Soul if it be loſt! 
or hat will it profit him if he gain the whole” 
World, and loſe his own Soul £ And how will we 
be able to anſwer for it, at that awful Bar 


where we mult all ſoon ſtand, if one Soul com- 


mitted to our Charge, ſhall be loft for want of _ 
our warning it of its Danger, or ſetting it a good 


Example? 


— — . — — 


— ww — 
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Finally, as we prize our own Happineſs, e- 
fe our Happineſs in a future State, we 


\ 
F 7 bt 
- 
4 
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ſhould all of us be careful to ſet a good Exam 


ple to our Congregations. In general we are 


told that all who by patient Continuance in well 


doing, look for Glory, Honour, and Immortality, 
ſhall receive eternal Life. And in particular, 
that when the chief Shepherd ſball appear, the 


good Shepherds, that have been Examples to the 


Flock, ſhall receive a Crown of Glory that fadeth 

not away. And it is reaſonable to expect that } 
this ſhould be the Caſe: For, whether the uu 
_ Happineſs of good Men in Heaven will reſyl#" ' 
from the good Temper which they will brity 
along with them, which cannot but be 
happy ; muſt not the Temper be the better, 


and conſequently the Happineſs the greater, 


the more good we have done? Or whether 


we concelve it as coming by Way of Reward 


from a righteous Judge; on whom do we think, _ 1 
will ſuch a Judge beftow a greater Reward, | 
than on the Man who has done him the beſt 


and moſt faithful Service in this World? 
Vea we are in ſome Meaſure able to conceive 


wherein the greater Happineſs of thoſe Men will 
conſiſt, who by their Sermons and good Examples 

| ſhall be made the happy Inſtruments of gaining 
Souls to Chriſt. For beſides the Joy and Satisfacti- 

on that muſt ariſe from a Remembrance of hav- 


ing been Fellow-workers with God in making 


the World happy; beſides this, with what un- 
ſpeakable Pleaſure may we ſuppoſe theſe Men 
will receive the Praiſe and Thanks of thoſe 

whom God ſhall make them the bleſſed Means 

ol bringing to Salvation; And behold not only 


them 


8s The Duty of a Miniſter to be 
them but their Children, and their Chil 


. influenc'd by their good Example, as they by 


your Remembrance the diſmal final Conſequen- 
ces of another Behaviour. I hope your pure 


ſuch a Motive; only let us Al remember, that 
Inſtead of theſe unſpeakably joyful Intercour- 


Finiſters of bad Lives, in another World, for 


more, to make them unhappy. 
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_ our Necks, and we caſt into the midſt of the Sea, 
On the contrary, let us adorn the Doctrine of God 
our Saviour in all Things, by our holy Lives; 


"A CORE 


of good Works, to our Congregations, and add 
a becoming Example to the faithful Diſcharge 


we both ſave our ſelves and them that hear us. 


ragements in the Proſecution of this our Work: 


ſerve a good Maſter, who will ſupport us un- 
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The ill Influences that their Example had upon 
their People, will be enough, were there no 


were better that a Milloſtone were hanged about 


of all other Parts of our Office : And fo ſhall 


droens Children to many Generations, who were 
that of their Miniſter, to ſee all theſe 77% vp 


and calling them bleſſed? I would not willingly | 
ſully ſuch a Thought as this, by bringing to 


Minds need not be ſtirred up to your Duty by 


ſes, the Loads of Curſes that will be laid upon 


: From what has been ſaid, let us all be afraid, 
by our bad Lives and Actions of any Kind, to 
offend any of theſe little. ones committed to our 


let us in all Things ſhew our ſelves 4 Pattern 


Tis true we may expect to meet with Diſcou= 


Yet in this Way we have no Reaſon to faint, 
in due time we (hall reap if we faint nat. We 


der our Diſcouragements, and will by no means 
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forg et our Patience and Labour of Love. And if 51 
= Joſe any Thing in his Service, the Loſs will — 
be abundantly made up: In this Life we ſhall 
receive an hundred fold, and in the World to 
. Come eternal Life. 
And you my Friends of the Chriſtian Peo⸗ 5 
3 ple, learn to prize a Miniſter, when you have 
| one, that will be a Pattern of good Works, 
| 'Thcre are divers other Things that may engage 
| the Allections of a People to their Miniſter at 
| fi, ſuch as ſhining Gifts and the like; but be- 
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| lieve me, theſe will ſoon grow familiar, and 
= loſe their Influence, and this only, rogethegſ® 
1 | with uſetvi edifying Preaching will be a laſkry&. 


| Fund of Eftccm and Reſpect. Nor ſhould you 

i imagine tnat Miniſters alone are concerned to be 

| | Examples to others. You likewiſe are com- 

manded to conſider one another, to provoke to 

| Leve and good Works, Nor will you miſs of 
your Reward if you do: The Man, whoever 
he be, that turns many to Righteouſneſs, by Ex- 
ample and other means ot Inſtruction h ſhine 
as the Brightneſs of the Firmament, and as the 
Stars for ever aud ever. 

hut particularly let us all, both Miniſters 

and People, lay aſide our ſenſeleſs Debates a- 
mong our ſelves and maintain the Unity of the 
Spirit in the Bond of Peace. Whereto we have 
already attained, Jet us all walk by the ſame Rule, 
and mind the ſame things. And if any of us be 

otherways minded, let us wait in the way of 
our Duty till God ſhall reveal it. Let u 
keep what our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath left us 
Peace, and tranſmit it through our hands in- 
tire and unbroken to ſugcecding Generations, 
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Will we not highly prize, and conſtantly make 
uſe of ſuch a valuable Legacy bequearh'd by 
To good a Friend. Peace, ſays he I leave with 
| you, my Peace I give unto ou; not as the World 
Let us diſappoint the Fears of thoſe that 
wiſh us well. And if there are any ſo ill na- 


tur'd as to defire that we ſhould hurt and ruin 


our ſelves by our Diviſions, let us diſappoint 
their Hopes. It is not to be deny'd, it is al- 
ready intirely publiſh'd, and People are impati- 
, ently waiting the Iſſue, that the diſputisg cauſe, 
"Þ this part of the World is again upon the 


Brink of Ruine. But let us all deeply weigh 


the Conſequences of what we are about, before 
we proceed: And if we find that they will be 
deſtructive to the Intereſts of pure and undefi- 
led Religion, as I'm perſwaded we will, let us 
not venture any farther. But is our Judgment 
ſo near as is given out; and where are the pre- 
vious Steps that ſhould have been taken ? Where 
is that Reſtoring in the Spirit of Meekneſs that 


We ok q | 


the Goſpel enjoins ? I ſhall not ſay what elſe 


we have ſeen, but I'm ſure we have ſeen little 

_ Meekneſs little Inſtruction. And will we ven- 
ture to go on till theſe methods have been a- 
gain and again vs'd ? Will any man dare, with- 
out the utmoſt effect to prevent it, to proceed 
to give the finiſhing Stroke to this Church, whoſe 
Union, to uſe her own Words, hath till very 


lately been her Security and Glory: But we had 
beſt forbear that Contention before it be me- 


dled with: For the Beginning of it will e as. 


hen one letteth out Water, and the Breach will 


grow wide as the Sea, ſo that none can heal it. 
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| Let not Proteſtant Diſſenters fall in with theſe 2 9 
1 Methods of Oppreſſion under which the Diſſen- 
ting Intereſt hath ſo long groan'd. One Part f 
1 | them indeed, | mean Halters and Whips, are not 
in our Hands; and we have Reaſon to bleſs God 
1 fi > for it: For notwithſtanding all that our Fore- 
ffathers have ſuffered by them, we are perhaps 
not the People with whom theſe Inftruments of 
i - Puniſhnient might be truſted. However let us ſhew _ 
1 thar we are, by our not unduly uſing the Inſtru- 
ments of Oppreſſion which we have in our 
Pover. Let us not excommunicate one another; 
or if we don't find ourſelves ſtrong enough for 
this, let us not, which is the ſame thing, 
withdraw from one another; but let us 
live together in Peace and Love 
And let us all cordially join together in De- 
1 fence of our common Chriſtianity, and in promo-— 
1 ting practical Religion. Here will be a large e- 
nough Field for the Exerciſe of our Zeal. And 
is it a time for us to ſpend our ſtrength in de- 
fend ing the out- works, and out- Works that in- 
deed are not attack d, when the Fort it ſelf is o- 
penly and formidably beſet ? And let us join 
together in rectify ing any thing that may be a 
miſs among our ſelves. Curſed is he that will |} 
ot help in this Work of the Lord; a 
Man refuſe his hand may it forget its cunning, or 
bis Tongue may it cleave to the Roof of bis Mouth. 
And no Queſtion there are T hings amiſs 
among us that ſtand in need to be reforms f 
ed. I muſt mention one, and thus publickly 1 
bear Teſtimony againſt it. I'm afraid that in- 
too many Sermons; the Duties of the ſeconßd 
lake Place of, and juſtle out thoſe of the firſtt 
I able of the Law : And that we are indeed ii 
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ſome danger of loſing our Love to God; by our 
Charity co Men.*I could alſo wiſh to ſee a plain 
practical way of preaching more in uſe than: it is. 
Io have our diſcourſes wholly made up of 
abſtract reaſoning is to defeat one great end for 
which the Goſpel was given, which was that 
People of little leiſure and capacity might be 
taught their Duty to God and one another, and 
whatever elſe is neceſſary to their Happineſs in 
an eaſy familiar way. And it is to Overlook 
the weak and ignorant that is commonly the 
greater part of our Congregations, whoſe Souls 
are as precious in the Sight of God as tile 
Souls of others. But if we ſet about rectifying - 7M 
this and the like Diſorders, let us always be ſure. 
that we do it in a Chriſtian way, Brethren, if 
a Man be overtaken in a Fault, let us reſtore 
him in a Spirit of Meekneſs 
Let us never proceed to Rigour till after re- 
peated Admonitions, and when we do, let it be | 
with Reluctancy and ſtrong Compaſſion. _ = 
The Sum of the whole is, that if there are = © 
any differences among us about Things that are 
not eſſential we ought to forbear one another, Wo 
and ftudy the Things which make for Peace, and 
wherewith one may edify another. I muſt yet beg 
a Minute or two, till I endeavour to perſuade. 
you and my ſelf to this, and oh that I could find 
out acceptable Words to do it with: Words 
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E I'm ſenſible; on the other hand, that with too many 
the Duties of the firſt not only take place of, as they ought, 
dot alſo juſtle out thoſe of the ſecond Table. I am alſo ſen- 
ſible that ir is only young Gentlemen of the beſt Senſe, when 
upon their tryals, or for a little time after ir, that give dc 4 
calion for the complaint above: who very ſoon after, f 
of Preachingñ 


ad. Wee TT Oe: 1 
"oo pa. 


1 

1 

1 "7 ö 11 4 a 4.8 » 4 * * 

„ 5 I EF IIe * ade 1 ra CA W 
4 \ * . 7 „ 
12 - 40. k N #\ > 5 N g A | N 
1 I he , 6.4 : 3 1 j * K . 3 ( k G ; * > 4 
. 1 * * . vhs K 1 1 . . * 
Web $0 — J ö 5 955 4 | N r 
. ks Tn FU * wc an * oy” R {4 + EN q a C * 6 : 
= r 4 * POSTS + . C5 P 1 2 

i * 5 75 4 : 


FY 


* LEED . * N anne TORE 1 
7 e RE 52; o * * * A 
f e N | ; 
4 "2% A F 
* * — * 


2 Pattern of good Morse. 33 
that would fink deep into the Heart of every 3 | 
one that hears me and my own, .  } 

Confider that hereby we will teſtiſy to the 
World that the ſame Mind is in us that was in 
_ Chriſt Jeſus, our worthy High Prieſt, who can 
be touch d with a feeling of the Infirmities of bis 
People, and have Compaſſion on the Ignorant aud 
| #hoſe that are out of the way + And that we are 

, followers of them that were at firſt employ'd 
in propogating the Goſpel, who did it by long. 
f by Kindneſs, by the holy Ghoſt, by Love 
auufeignea, by the Armour of Righteouſneſs on the 
' right hand and onthe eſt, © © 
Without this we ſhall not be able to recover, 
and to keep up the Credit of our Profeſſion. What 
are we, at preſent, but a broken and disjointed 
Body, dwindling daily more and more into 
Factions, without Intereſt, and without Weight. 
And will it not be our eternal Diſgrace, that, 
nat a time when all the reſt of Mankind ſeem 
Aiſpos d to Moderation, we can't think to ſuf: 
fer one another to live? That we who are 
Members of the ſame glorious Head, Profeſ: 

.. _fors of the ſame Faith and Baptiſm, and I hope 

fellow Heirs of the ſame Inberitauce with the 
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36 The Duty of a Miniſter to „ 


Are we indeed Chriſtians, as we profeſs, and 
why will we forward the Cauſe of Infidelity 
with our Diviſion. It is well known that it is 
the favourite Objection of our Modern Deiſts 
_ againſt the Chriſtian Religion that it has no ſuit= 
able effect upon thoſe who profeſs it. And 
particularly that thoſe who ſhou'd know it beſt, 
and upon whom it ſhould have the greateſt 
Influence, are generally factious quarrel- 
ſome Men, and Men of no Bowels nor Mer- 
cCies. With this Objection they gave the onſet, 
and by means of it, and ſome others, they have 
been able to carry the Cauſe of Infidelity to 
ſuch a height as to ſubvert the Faith of Thou- 
ſands. Let us take care to wreſt this Weapon 
cout of their Hands for the future. Let us 
| 85 them that Chrift crucified is to as many | 
3 believe on him Chriſt the Power of God r 
=” Land the Wiſdom of God: And that his Religion 
E” is indeed that Wiſdom that is from above 
which is firft pure, then peaceable, gentle, and 
eaſy to be entreated, and fall of Mercy and of 
24800 Fruits. 1 
| To conclude, my Reverend Fathers and Bree % 
thren, Jet us all call to ___ the late melee 


B 


=. at it over again. Shall we e again ſound 77 4 

upon Alarm againſt one another, from the Pul- 
pit, and from the Preſs: And again in ſome 

. Meaſure deſert our own Congregations, and 
ſpend our time and ſtrength in invading and 
making encroachments upon one another? Bleſ=' | 
Ted Ee will our ' Hearts racks and our Ee BT 
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@ Pattern of good Works. 37 
there no Balm inGilead,js there noPhy/ician there 2 -) 
' Peace-makers. Yea doubly bleſſed ſhall they 
be who will Heal the Breaches of Zion, 
And when human Strength and Wiſdom will 
be of no avail, come in thy ſelf to our Aid, O 
blaeſſed Jeſus, thou Prince of Peace. Let thy 
| Servants no more incline to beat their Fellow 
Servants Thy Sheep no more like Wolves 
tear and worry one another. And thy Holy 
Religion no longer be wounded in the Houſe of 
its Friends. Ariſe O glorious Lord and habs 
| Mercy upon thy Zion. Let the time to favour 
ber ſpeedily come. And let thy Servants take 
Pleaſure in her Stones, aud favour the Dufi 


Let the Peace-makers ſtepin. Bleſſed are tbe 
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